Reviews.
[April, hoped that our wishes might be fulfilled. But alas ! they have been much disappointed. The ages and for all diseases. He plainly shows that it is in the case of young adults that the success is greatest, that in children the resulting limb is often quite useless from arrest of development, and that in elderly people the mortality is so high as not to warrant the surgeon in recommending it. The passage in which he deals with this subject is too long for us to extract, but all zealous advocates of excision of the knee should ponder it carefully. It defines clearly the proper field for the operation, and does more to establish its position on a firm and scientific basis than the lengthy essays of its more enthusiastic supporters.
The sections in which Mr. Bryant deals with the surgery of the foot are excellent. In reply to the eulogistic opinion which Lister has passed upon Syme's operation, our author makes the following remarks, which seem to us not only to show a just estimate of that particular proceeding, but also to express the great principle which ought to guide us in all operations upon the foot and ankle.
" This view of the operation, which was held by its originator, emanating as it does from one who was so closely connected with Syme professionally and otherwise, is doubtless far too sanguine. That it is a good operation no surgeon will deny when amputation of the whole foot is called for, but to say that it will supersede entirely Chopart's operation I trust will never be true, for where Chopart's amputation is good Syme's ought not to be entertained. When the bones of the ankle-joint and the joint itself are sound no surgeon ought to take the whole foot away when any minor measure will suffice. As an amputation of the foot, where the whole foot must be sacrificed, it is an admirable operation, but under no other circumstances can it be recommended; that it is superior to amputation of the leg most surgeons will admit, upon the same principle that Chcpart's is superior to it?the principle of the least possible sacrifice of parts" (p. 1061). 
